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Hon. David Elliott MP,      11 Parkview St, 
Minister for Police,      Georgetown, 
Suite 1,       NSW, 2298, 
25-33 Old Northern Rd,     19 February, 2022, 
Baulkham Hills,         
ACT, 2153. 
 
Re: Aged Crime Police Officers 
 
Dear Sir, 
 
The Hunter Ageing Alliance represents 30 organisations and 150 individuals in the Hunter 
trying to make Newcastle and Lake Macquarie into age-friendly cities to join the UN Global 
Network on Age-friendly Cities and Communities. 
 
One of our concerns is elder abuse and other crimes against older people.  
 
A recent national survey of 7000 people over 65 living in the community revealed a 
prevalence of 15%. This is likely to be an underestimate as people are reluctant to admit to 
abuse and people with cognitive impairment were not included in the survey. 
 
In addition, one of the more startling findings of the Royal Commission into Aged Care 
Quality and safety was that almost 40% of residents in residential aged care have been the 
subject of physical, sexual or emotional abuse. 
 
The appointment of special Police Officers to deal with the problems of vulnerable older 
people in the last two years has made an enormous difference to our capacity to deal with 
elder abuse and other crimes against older people. 
 
The Police Commands that have been fortunate enough to obtain these positions have 
resulted in much greater numbers of referrals to our elder abuse services. 
 
We hear with some concern that there is a proposal to halt the roll-out of these positions to 
all Police Commands. This would be a major step backwards in our drive to reduce the high 
prevalence of elder abuse in our communities and to make communities safer for older  
people. 
 
We would appreciate being reassured that the NSW Government does not intend to halt the 
roll-out of the positions but will ensure that all Police Commands will have a position of Aged 
Crime Police Officer. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Dr John Ward, 
Chair, Hunter Ageing Alliance, 
Geriatrician and Conjoint Assoc. Professor. 

 


