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Our progress 

First public workshop a success 

Thanks to those who participated in our joint workshop with 
City of Newcastle on August 5 -  Creating a socially just, 
inclusive, and age friendly city. The workshop generated 
some great ideas. Council will incorporate the feedback into 
its new social strategy, the Local Social.  
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Advocating for older people 

We’ve now had more than 15 meetings with MPs, 
government agencies, community groups and NGOs to 
introduce Hunter Ageing Alliance (HAA) and establish 
working relationships to support the goal of becoming more 
age friendly. 
 

 

Why Hunter Ageing Alliance is allied with Hunter 
Community Alliance 

The Hunter Community Alliance (HCA) launched with its 
first employed organiser nearly two years ago. The Alliance 
uses a community organising model shared by 
organisations affiliated with the Industrial Areas 
Foundation in the U.S, and used in Australia by Sydney and 
Queensland alliances. 
Becoming active with HCA is helped by an initial training in 
the methodology over about 16 hours. HAA Chair, Dr John 
Ward, has completed the training and found it to be 
extremely worthwhile, encouraging him to become active 
within HCA.  
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HAA position papers  
HAA position papers are centred around our strategic 
direction and the seven key issues identified: 

• The environment  
• Appropriate housing  
• Elder abuse  
• Health services  
• Social isolation  
• Ageing and aged care services information  
• End-of-life legal planning and health care 
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Making the Hunter an age-friendly community 

Issue: Ageing and aged care services information 

One issue I hear repeatedly is the difficulty older people 
have learning about, and accessing all kinds of services and 
support. The result is that older people experience 
unsupported decline and have difficulty negotiating care 
either in the home or residential aged care. This is especially 
challenging for older people with no support network.  
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Other news 
The HRC 48 adopted by consensus resolution on the 
rights of older persons 
The Human Rights Council has passed a resolution to 

promote and protect the human rights of older persons. 

While all people have rights protected under the Universal 

Convention of Human Rights, this resolution recognises the 

risks to these rights for older people and the special 

protections that may be required.  

  

 
 

Upcoming Events 
Got an event for older people in the Hunter. We’ll share it 
on our website and Facebook.  
Email us:  

✓ Date  

✓ Name of event  

✓ link to info 

 

Join us 
HAA is working with Government, business and 
organisational leaders to better focus on the needs of 
older people. Together, we can make the Hunter an age-
friendly community.  
 

What can you do?  
✓ Become a member or friend of HAA  

✓ Join the HAA Committee 

✓ Share your age friendly events or ideas 

Connect with us  

E: contact@hunterageingalliance.com 

W: www.hunterageingalliance.com 

Issue: Exercise programs 

The Hunter Ageing Alliance, together with Fitness experts, is 
convening a representative community consortium to 
develop a range of exercise programs to meet the health and 
well-being needs of older people. The consortium includes 
representatives of COTA, NSW, Primary Healthcare, 
University of Newcastle, relevant disease networks within 
the HNELHD (diabetes, osteoporosis, cancer, Parkinsons 
disease, Mental illness), Fitness Australia and NGOs.  

 

 

Issue: Housing for Older People 

Australia faces a massive problem providing suitable 
housing for older people. We have few options at the 
moment, let alone to provide for the increase of 50% of 
people over 65 by 2035. 
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